SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT 2007
What a great year it was for New Hope’s special events and fundraisers; and as the Outreach & Special Events Coordinator, I was so happy to be a part of it!  Besides our two main events, the golf outing and holiday event, a new spring event, our Hike for Hope was added and proved to be a real crowd pleaser.  As always, we had some mini fundraisers, many of which were handled by numerous dedicated volunteers.  

The year started off with some Dining to Donate events.  Local restaurants including Max & Erma’s and Applebee’s reserved a specific day for our organization then donated a portion of the proceeds back to us.  Our supporters responded and enjoyed good food with family and friends while helping New Hope at the same time. There were a couple of Euchre parties throughout the year too.  And at the end of the year, a wonderful group of volunteers worked on publishing New Hope’s first ever cookbook, “Cooking with New Hope”.  Monies generated from these mini fundraisers do add up!
Our newest event, Hike for Hope, was held at Maybury State Park in June.  God blessed us with a beautiful day and so many of you turned out to walk in memory of your loved ones.  And we had fun too!  Entire families of parents and kids, grandparents and grandkids, and even the family pets participated.  The walk was followed by a picnic and a time of remembrance of our loved ones.  It was a wonderful event, raising almost $6,000 for our organization.  Look for information about our 2nd annual Hike for Hope to follow soon.  
Our 9th Annual “Good Grief” Golf Outing was held at St. John’s in Plymouth in early September.  Once again, God was on our side with the incredible day He gave us for this event!  About 150 golfers/diners joined New Hope for a day of fun and fellowship.  Eric Wilson, Channel 4’s zany weatherman, was our emcee and provided loads of laughs at the dinner/auction.  This event raised over $21,000; the golf committee is hard at work thinking of ways to further increase business sponsorships in an effort to bring in even more funding for New Hope this year.            
The year ended with our annual holiday party and many agreed that 2007’s event was our best ever!  Eric and Renee Guidobono of Guidobono Builders allowed New Hope to “borrow” their Bella Casa model home in Tuscany Reserve for an evening.  Over 225 people filled this home for an evening of holiday fun and festivities.  Local restaurants donated wonderful appetizers and the chocolate fountain flowed freely!  Even a 7,000 square foot home didn’t seem big enough for our New Hope family.  It’s been suggested that I get two model homes side by side for this event next year!  “New Hope for the New Year” generated close to $11,000...what a great way to end the year.  
 New Hope’s special events wouldn’t happen without the assistance and support of our dedicated volunteers.  I thank each and every one of you from the bottom of my heart!  Event committees are made up of so many kind and caring individuals who are instrumental to the success of an event.  And we always have so much fun working together as we plan and organize!  Please let me know if you’d like to join our family of  special event volunteers in 2008.  New Hope has helped us all in some way or another during our grief journey so we know the importance of keeping our organization alive.   As a volunteer, you would be instrumental in allowing our doors to remain open and  continue helping others as they suffer the loss of a loved one.
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