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As we begin our 9th year in ministry to the bereaved, I am overwhelmed at how often I see God working through our groups, our facilitators – in all that we do!  As I’ve mentioned before, He is our “team leader” and without His guidance and support we wouldn’t be here!  2007 was a great year for New Hope; we helped more people than ever before!  We also added several new wonderful volunteer “staff members” who have helped us in so many important ways. 
We had hoped to get this newsletter out to you in December, but with everything we had going on here at New Hope, it just didn’t happen.  So – we’ve decided to make it up to you by making this newsletter even “newsier” and more of an annual report.  Our plan is to send one more New Hope News newsletter to you in 2008 which you should receive in late August.  Like many other organizations, we have changed our way of communicating a little bit by adding a monthly e-newsletter called Beacons of Hope.  It has proven to be a great way to keep in touch with many of you and get information to you about groups and events on a timely basis.  If you have e-mail access and aren’t currently getting the e-newsletter or have changed your e-mail address, please e-mail us at griefhelp@aol.com  or complete the card enclosed and send it back to us.  We don’t want you to miss a thing. 
If you have been receiving the Beacons of Hope e-newsletter, the information following is “old news”, so please bear with me.  I need to get those who haven’t been receiving Beacons caught up on our potential move.  When I wrote to you last year at this time, I told you that I don’t normally make New Year’s resolutions – that’s just way too much pressure – but I told you about a goal that I had that we hoped to accomplish in 2007.  The goal was to find a new “home” for New Hope in 2007 because of our huge need for more space.  Well, we’re still behind the barber shop, but I’m thrilled to be able to tell you that it looks like we could be getting closer every day to reaching that goal!   As many of you know, we’ve been talking with the Northville Historical Society about the possibility of leasing space at 315 Griswold in Northville – the first floor of an old Victorian home.  Lots of obstacles have popped up over the past several months since we began talking; the most recent one being a zoning issue that we needed to overcome.  At a January Zoning Commission meeting, the commissioners present voted unanimously to change the zoning ordinance which would enable us to move in.  Thank you to all of you who wrote letters and/or attended the meeting – you convinced them that we are a worthy organization! It was amazing – by all appearances it didn’t look really promising, but, I believe, God intervened.  Also in January, the Northville City Council approved the rental agreement – another step in the right direction!  The Historical Society and New Hope still have to agree on the conditions of the rental agreement, as does the city attorney.  Once this is done, we’ll be closer to making our move, if this is where we’re meant to be.  If we do get our new home, we’ll need additional furnishings, help moving and much more, so we’ll be in touch!   Please continue to pray that we will get the space we need – whether it is the space at 315 Griswold or elsewhere.  Our need is getting bigger every day.  Even if we don’t make a move in 2008, we’ll continue to help grieving people in 2008 and beyond.  You can count on that!
Please take the time to read carefully through this newsletter as it tells the story of what we have accomplished over this past year.  It showcases the individuals and businesses who have shown their belief in our mission by investing in the future of New Hope through monetary or in-kind donations or by volunteering their time.  We’ve also included a listing of the groups and workshops we have scheduled for the first half of 2008 and dates for our fundraising events.  
It’s my hope and prayer that 2008 proves to be a blessed year for each and every one of you!

