When we started New Hope almost 10 years ago, we decided that we would have a Christian focus.  Basically, what that means is that we help people, not by proselytizing, or sharing our denominational beliefs but by modeling Christian compassion.  Being Christian focused also allows us to talk about faith issues in groups which are so very important when you’re grieving.  We are very aware that newly bereaved people often feel angry at God.  We walk a fine line between wanting to point people to God’s love while at the same time being honest about how a person’s faith can be shattered when he loses a loved one to death.   
Having a Christian focus has allowed us to minister in a way that we might not be able to otherwise, but it’s also made it more difficult to get funding that we might be able to get if we were not a “religious based” organization.  Even though we make it very clear that all of our groups are available to anyone and we have had people of many different faiths attend and benefit from our groups – we still are often refused funding because of our Christian focus.  

For this reason, we need to begin to place our focus on funding from churches since these are the places that send people to us for help.  If churches want to help their parishioners who are grieving, and are given a choice, they would, most likely choose a Christian based group rather than one with a secular focus.  You can help us by letting your church know that we need support.  We’ve recently sent a letter to all of the local churches – churches in Northville, Plymouth, Novi, Livonia, Canton and Farmington/Farmington Hills and a few others.  If you attend a church in one of these cities, please consider contacting your pastor or the person on staff who may have received that letter and encourage them to respond to New Hope.  If you’ve benefited from New Hope’s services, let them know that.  
And, please continue to pray for New Hope.  We covet your prayers and need them to keep up our busy fall schedule.  Some weeks, I’ll be speaking in three different churches in various areas in southeastern Michigan on three different nights a week after working in the office all day.  We’ve got a great group of speakers that helps me out and we all appreciate your prayer support.  Speaking of prayer, did you know that we have an official New Hope “prayer team”?  Jan Ratajski heads this team up and it’s made up of people from all over – they communicate via e-mail, so there are no meetings to go to – you just need to commit to pray.  If you would like to be a part of this team, please e-mail Jan at newhopeprayer@live.com.  She will add you to her list of prayer warriors and send you updates and prayer requests.  

As I write this in late July, we continue to be in negotiations with the City of Northville and the Northville Historic Society regarding the possibility of leasing the first floor of the house located at 315 Griswold.  We are confident that if this doesn’t work out, there will be another place out there for New Hope.  There has to be – it’s getting more difficult to work in our small quarters.  I’ve started working at home one day each week, so that someone else can use my space!  There are a lot of places for rent out there, but it’s very difficult to find something that we can afford on our small budget.  If you know of anyone who would be willing to rent us a larger space (for a small price), please let us know!  
I’m also happy to report that we recently signed an agreement with Harry J. Will Funeral Homes and will partner with them to provide bereavement services to the families they serve.  We are very excited about this new relationship and look forward to serving even more people in the metropolitan area with this partnership.  Partnering with churches and funeral homes allows us to reach even more people so that we can help them along their grief journey – one that no one should have to travel alone.  
